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W THE WHITE HOUSE L 4

WASHINGTON .
: May 27, 1969 E‘

MEMORANDUM FOR;: DR. KISSINGER

The President asked that you note the attached article by Roscoe
Drummeond.
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is Support in Peace Approuach Stand

- Strengtizens Nixon
Few things could de more to
_promote productive peace talks
than a Humphrey-Nixon com-
mon front. It will make it far
less likely that Hanei can ex-
ploit disvaity within the United
States as a means of extracting
one-sided concessions at the con-
“ference table. Unquestionahly
~there will continue to be peace-
at-neatly-any-price forces in the
' United States, but they will be
less potent and almost certainly
can be contained with Nixon and
"Humphrey standing together,

By Hoscoe Drumimond

MINNEAPOLIS~Hubert Hum-
phrey, who almost got that task
himself, is acling to steengthen
the hand of Presideat Nixon in
the Victnam peace negotiations,
Humphrey is scrving notice on |
{anol that there is no use wait- |

ing for a better sctllement than
" Mr., Nixon is offering.

HELPFING {0 BUILD
- A CODNION FRONT

He -is assuring the President

. §
that he is prepared to do any- . There seems no doubt that they
thing in his power as leader of  arc going to be standing together

‘the Democratic parly to help’
- build a common front at home
.. which will enable the United
" States to negotiate more effce-
tively in Paris. While Humphrey
has major disagreements with
- Nixon on domestic issues, he has / pegutiating which Nixon is now
no major disagreements with the . setting out. '

- ‘President o Vietnam teday.

and working together to the ex-
-tent the Preszdci‘ wishes to call

There were no reservations in
Humphrey's willingness fo help

This is one of the most signifi-
" eant pdlitical developments since
Nixon_took office. It means that
the: Pre‘,.dent and Hmnpnr‘.y ate
C frm aﬂ'ﬂs in woilding out the '
- most crucial problem the nation
faces—getting peace in Vietnam.
Despite past differences bstween
them, evident in the lute stages
of the campaian when the vies
president vecred toward dovisa
Democratic ecritics, tuday Hum-
phrey and Nixon are as one on
every essential a xct on the
Vietnam negotiations, “

R

Y ident is dedicated fo ending the
. . War as soon as possibic. He be-

trust Nixon to do so. He fecls
¢ that President Nixon did right
in going belore  the Ameucan
people and” asking thim to give
him the time and support needed
to move the talks ahead,

Humphrey is giving him that
support. What impresses us, even
beyond the [oregoing, Is the ex-
tent to which Nixon and Hum-
phrey have come to similar con-
clusions on the whole range of
Vietnam questions which are at
the core of getting an agree-
ment. Tt may be that, as Prosi-
dent, Nixon has become soms-
what more flexible and that

This Humphrey-Nizon alliance
on Vietnam energed clearly in |
conversations we had with the |
former vice president at Ma.
calester Collece and at the Uni-
versity of Alinncsota where ha
\is lecturing.
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-oa.. his “opponent ol last. fall

AT 1‘/

fietnam within the. terms for ” _
on Vietnam witnin the. terms © guarantee that the -people of

He is convinced that the Pres-

* lieves the country has reason to

_dent said we

-able seltlement:

now that the cam-

paign is over, is freer from the i
pressurcs to accommodale him-

sell to the conflicting vicws with-

in his own party, '

IN AGREEMENT
ON ESSENTIALS.

Humplurey,

ot
Whatever the reason, toua)\\'

. they are agrecd on the ¢ssentials

of a setttement which the Presi-
“could live with
and be proud of This means
they are united against two
things which both b\,ue»c iy
prudeat: (1) hasty, substantial
unilateral withdrawal and (2)
imposinz an unelected conlition
government on the elected gov-
emment of South Victaam,

They re also agreed oa thn s
sential ingredients of a work-
(1) staged re-
ciprocal withdrawal of U.S, and
North Vietnamese forces by for-
mal or informal arrangements
and (2) free eloctions which

South Victnam will have 2 gov-
ernment of their own CI.OOS‘lI}b

Sertlement won't be easy but.
working together Wixon a2nd
Humphrey nmay speed tie day. .
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